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Eligibility Rules

1. Each compet ing team consists of  at  least  four student members, and a coach. It  is
recommended that a team include one student alternate. A team of three is noteligible to compete.
(see Coaching Policy sect ion for more details)

2. To be eligible to compete, a student must be enrolled for the current school year in a public,
private, or parochial high school in grades nine, ten, eleven, or twelve at  the team’s school or
sanct ioned as a home-schooled student.

3. Part icipants must be less than 20 years of  age or receive a special waiver f rom the Consort ium
for Ocean Leadership to compete.

4. Eligible student teams may be formed through a high school, student support  organizat ion, or a
home school group. If  a student part icipates through a student support  organizat ion, his/her
school must NOT have their own team.

5. Schools considering establishing a NOSB team should select  the regional bowl closest by driving
distance to their home site. If  the school locat ion is equidistant between two regional bowl
locat ions, the school may select  the preferred bowl locat ion or the bowl locat ion that has
availability for new teams. Once a team has part icipated in a regional bowl that  bowl then becomes
the team’s regional bowl for all future compet it ions.

Except ions-

If  a team has been part icipat ing in a specif ic regional bowl prior to 2009, the team is
permit ted to stay with that bowl locat ion even if  another bowl is closer. However, if  a team
would prefer to switch to a bowl that  is closer to their school locat ion that current ly exists or
because a new regional bowl locat ion is established, the team must contact  their current
Regional Bowl Coordinator to request a bowl move. The team’s current Regional Bowl
Coordinator will contact  the NOSB director at  the Nat ional of f ice with the request. The
Nat ional of f ice will schedule a meet ing with both Regional Bowl Coordinators to review the
proposal. The request ing team’s coach, the current Regional Bowl Coordinator and the
potent ial new Regional Bowl Coordinator will receive a let ter within three (3) weeks of  the
init ial request that  will state the f inal outcome.

Schools within the state of  Texas are another except ion. Due to the size and shape of  the
state and the locat ions of  the regional compet it ions, the Regional Bowl Coordinators
delineated a diagonal line f rom just  south of  the city of  Houston up to the lower western
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corner of  the panhandle of  Texas. Those schools located below the diagonal line at tend the
Loggerhead Challenge; those schools located above the diagonal line at tend the Dolphin
Challenge. Except ions to this rule can be made at  the discret ion of  the Regional Bowl
Coordinators of  this region.

6. Once the compet it ion day has started the composit ion of  the team must remain stat ic.
Alternate members cannot be “swapped” between “A” and “B” teams from the same school or
dif ferent schools.

7. In the spirit  of  sportsmanship, the Nat ional of f ice encourages all teams to remain at  their
regional compet it ions through the end of  the awards ceremony. Regional Bowl Coordinators have
the wherewithal to enforce this as a rule, and may disqualify a team from compet ing at  the
regional level.

8. No school may compete in more than one NOSB regional compet it ion in a given calendar year.

9. The winning team from each regional compet it ion is invited to part icipate at  the Finals
compet it ion. For the team to eligible to part icipate in the Finals, the following rules apply:

The students on the invited team must be the same team of students that won the
Regional Ocean Sciences Bowl for that  year. No student subst itut ions can be made.

All forms in the Winners Packet must be completed and submit ted on or before the
designated dates af ter the regional compet it ion.

All teams must arrive and depart  on the designated dates and be in at tendance
throughout the durat ion of  the compet it ion.

If  the ent ire winning regional team (all 4 team members) is unable to part icipate in all
act ivit ies, the second place regional winning team will replace them.

*Any waiver to these rules must be approved by the NOSB Nat ional Off ice, and no waivers will be
considered af ter April 1 of  the current year.
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